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Lott Family
Hosts
Empire
Farm Days

CHris TORRES
Regional Editor

SENECA FALLS, N.Y. — When
Ralph Lott thought about hosting
Empire Farm Days on his vast corn
and soybean farm in Seneca Falls
in 1986, he was excited at possibly
getting some free equipment out of
the deal.

“When we first talked to them,
everybody said you’d get tractors
for nothing, you’ll get this for noth-
ing, that for nothing. That never ma-
terialized,” Lott said with a laugh.

Still, 25 years later, he has no
regrets over hosting one of the na-
tion’s largest outdoor agricultural
equipment shows.

“We always attended shows and
thought this was a chance to have it
on our farm. So we said, “Why not?’
It’s been great.”

The 80th Empire Farm Days was
held Tuesday through Thursday on
325 acres of the Rodman Lott and
Son Farm. The annual show is spon-
sored by Empire State Potato Grow-
ers Inc.

More than 65,000 people turned
out for the show, which featured
field demonstrations of equipment,
informational sessions put on by
Cornell Cooperative Extension and
other state ag organizations, “ride-
and-drive” demonstrations, animal
husbandry exhibits, and more than
600 exhibitors showing off every-
thing from precision ag technology
to the latest in crop management
tools.

—
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The “old iron” antique tractor parade was a site to be seen at Empire Farm Days, which was held this week
at Rodman Lott and Sons Farm in Seneca Falls, N.Y.

Melanie Wickham, Empire Farm
Days manager, said the show has
evolved from its original focus on
dairy farming.

This year’s show featured larger
exhibits on corn and soybeans, new
equine-related seminars, and more
animal exhibits, including a new
one focusing on alpacas.

“We try to watch what’s going on
in the Northeast. And you’re seeing

an increase in equine farms. You're
seeing an increase in corn and soy-
bean acreage. And so we’ve really
kind of focused on the changes that
you see in Northeast agriculture. We
hope to reflect it here,” Wickham
said.

Producers had plenty of educa-
tional presentations and exhibits to
choose from.

Several dairy profit seminars

were held during the three-day
show, focusing on things such as the
next generation of dairy farmers,
robotic milking, cow comfort and
polled genetics. The seminars were
sponsored by Cornell Pro-Dairy and
Dairy Business.

A new Corn and Soybean Center,
sponsored by the New York Corn
and Soybean Growers Association,
More EMPIRE FARM DAYS, page A2

Conference
Looks at
Growing Rice
in Northeast

Amy HALLORAN
New York Correspondent

WESTMINSTER WEST, Vt.
— Around 100 people turned out
for the Fourth Annual Northeast
USA Rice Conference at the Aka-
ogi Farm last weekend.

Akaogi Farm is a small, diver-
sified organic farm with a twist.
Takeshi and Linda Akaogi have
been growing a wide range of
crops since 1985, selling to food
co-ops, farmers markets and
through a small CSA (community
supported agriculture).

In 2005, Takeshi Akaogi, who
had grown rice in Japan, decided
to plant rice on a patch of land
that was always wet. The first va-
riety did not mature, so the couple
sought the help of the McCouch
Rice Laboratory at Cornell Uni-
versity.

“We are really grateful to have
this relationship with the Akao-
gis,” said Susan McCouch, who
has incorporated this and other
rice projects in the Northeast
into a National Science Founda-
tion grant. “We have no real rice
production in New York state, and
we have been really fortunate to
stumble into this network.”

A dozen people grow rice in the
Northeast and at the beginning
of the conference, the growers
shared what varieties they were
growing and what yields they had
the previous year, along with how
the crop is looking this season.

More RICE, page A13

Saratoga Orchard Reflects Good Year for NY Apples

PauL Post
New York Correspondent

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. —
Major crop losses limited Saratoga
Apple’s “you-pick” season to three
weekends last fall. Now, owner
Nate Darrow has already begun har-
vesting early varieties, and custom-
ers should start picking their own
fruit by Labor Day weekend and
continue right into early November.

It’s a huge turnaround for one of
Saratoga County’s largest orchards,
which had to borrow apples just to
keep its retail stand open for the
Christmas holiday last year.

“This year we have a bumper
crop,” Darrow said. “It’s one of the
best crops I’ve seen. The apples are
going to be big and fully flavored
this season.”

In 2012, a late spring frost devas-

Inside:

tated his orchard, the same as many
upstate New York fruit growers.
Saratoga Apple suffered a nearly 70
percent loss.

Fortunately, Darrow had a backup
supply to draw from, his brothers’
Green Mountain Orchards in Put-
ney, Vt., where Darrow grew up.

Having weathered that storm, he’s
looking forward to a bountiful fall
season. Saratoga Apple is on Route
29, a heavily-traveled corridor be-
tween Saratoga Springs, N.Y., and
Vermont, which gets even busier in
autumn from weekend leaf peepers.

Darrow gives them plenty of rea-
sons to stop with attractions ranging
from live music to hay-wagon rides.

However, the farm’s success is
based on sound management and
years of experience.

For the past few years, the apple
trees have benefited from Darrow

| Location Drives
Diverse Farm
AlS

paying more attention to what’s go-
ing on in the soil beneath them.

“We’ve made a drastic change in
how we manage the orchard floor,”
Darrow said.

Previously, he would spray her-
bicide on the rows between trees
to keep grass down. Rows are now
mowed periodically. It requires
more time and labor expense, but
it produces a healthier, more long-
lasting apple, which is important for
winter storage, he said.

“There’s a lot of beneficial activ-
ity that happens in the sod layer, a
lot of good micro-organisms that
help the tree’s root system,” Dar-
row said. “There’s this whole world
underground making it happen. We
have to do everything we can to en-
courage better biology.”

More APPLES, page A3
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Nate Darrow, owner of Saratoga Apples, said this year’s crop looks sig-

nificantly better than his 2012 crop.

Markets
A26

Farm Market
Intiative




www.lancasterfarming.com

Hudson Grazing Workshop Set

The Hudson Mohawk Resource
Conservation and Development
Council and the Albany County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict are hosting a grazing workshop
in Albany County this summer. The
workshop will take place at Helder-
Herdwyck Farm, 450 Long Road,
East Berne, on Aug. 28 from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Helder-Herdwyck Farm 1is a
holistically-managed small farm
operation. Ray and Erin Bradt are
breeding a rare breed of sheep new
to the U.S. called Herdwick. Their
fleeces are primarily used for rug-
making, outerwear and even home
insulation in their native country of
England. Helder-Herdwyck Farm
has the fiber processed into yarn,
specially spun for needle-punch or
hooked rug making. Additionally,
the Bradts pasture hens for fresh
eggs.

Troy Bishopp, grazing specialist
with the Madison County Soil and

manager
Soil and
trict.

participa

ing ways

using po

watering

contact

net.

Water Conservation District, will
be leading the workshop session
along with Joseph Slezak, field

The workshop will cover les-
sons learned by Erin Bradt from

Women Farmers Program; learn-

ing chart and biological monitor-
ing to create the farm you want;

gers to reclaim land and manage
livestock; developing low-cost

pasture dry matter.

The workshop is free and in-
cludes lunch and ice cream.

To register for the workshop,

Albany County Soil and Water
Conservation District at 518-765-
7923 or susan.lewis @ny.nacdnet.

Rice
Continued from A1

It’s the kind of exchange that fa-
cilitates conversations and relation-
ships.

“You’ve joined the National Sci-
ence Foundation as innovators,” Mc-
Couch told those assembled. “You
have accomplished something as a
group, trying varieties and developing
equipment.”

The current round of National Sci-
ence Foundation funding has sup-
ported the last three conferences, and
will support next year’s proceedings
as well. It also supports a website,
ricenortheasternus.org, a spot for
gaining information on growing rice
in the area, as well as for viewing vid-
eotaped proceedings from previous
conferences.

Most rice research centers are
found in more tropical areas. A great
deal of rice research occurs at the In-
ternational Rice Research Institute
in the Philippines, and many people
from the Asia Rice Foundation USA,
which planned a meeting to coincide
with the Northeast Rice Conference,
have worked there, as has Susan Mc-

with the Albany County
Water Conservation Dis-

ting in the Beginning
to utilize a planned graz-

rtable fencing and char-

systems; and estimating

Susan Lewis from the

Couch.
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“These rice paddies in Westmin-
ster are living proof that with a bit of

® Repoint Stone or Brick
Let us give you a price!

wi*Daniel’s Painting
641 Georgetown Rd.
Ronks, PA 17572

(or leave message)

7176879520

Spray on and Brush in Painting
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careful attention to detail in terms of
genetics of the plant and the environ-
ment you’re working in, you can work
with rice,” McCouch said.

“Itis a new crop that’s not tradition-
ally grown in this area,” Linda Akaogi
said at a presentation the prior week
at the Kneading Conference in Maine.
“This means we have a clean slate.
People can experiment and do what
they want. We don’t have thousand of
years of agronomic tradition telling us
what to do. We can adapt rice growing
to our local community.”

The downside, she noted, is there’s
no infrastructure and no support from
Cooperative Extension.

“I joke that Vermont is the leading
rice growing state in the Northeast,”
she said. “I'm not sure that’s true, but
we grew about 3,000 pounds of rice
last year.”

Akaogi Farm experiments with
many varieties. The paddy system
they use is flooded by a reservoir con-
structed for this purpose.

“The basic elements needed for
rice growing are soil, water, heat,
seed, same as any other plant,” Takesi
Akaogi said at the Kneading Confer-
ence in Maine. “Either wet- or dry-
condition rice can survive and pro-
duce seed.”

The Great Lakes, as well as the re-
gion spanning from Montreal to the
Champlain and Hudson Valleys, have
potential for growing rice since clay
and hardpan soils are good bases for

the crop. Any farm might have a one-
to three-acre spot of this type of soil,
Takesi Akaogi said.

“Rice is a good candidate to use
marginal land,” he said. “The good
thing is rice is very, very productive,
on average, twice as productive as
wheat.”

A Northeast Sustainable Agricul-
ture Research & Education Farmer
Grant helped Akaogi Farm do out-
reach and education on the project.

Attendees at the conference also in-
cluded people who are ready to plant
rice on their own. Interest in the crop
is not only limited to its agronomic
value, but also exploring rice pad-
dies in conservation terms. Part of the
work at Akaogi Farm has been look-
ing at the impact the rice paddy has on
multiple animal species utilizing the
wetlands, such as tree frogs and birds.

Niki Clark and Ian Curry of Nikian
Farm came to Vermont from Nova
Scotia.

“We’ve been following their prog-
ress for a few years,” Curry said, not-
ing that he and Clark had just received
a grant from the Nova Scotia Depart-
ment of Agriculture to look at rice
production as an innovative crop. So
far, just one other farmer in their area
is growing rice, for sake.

“We can use marginal agricultural
land, and add wetlands instead of sub-
tracting them,” Curry said.

"Premium Anthracite Coal
at a Fair Price
Rice, Nut, Buck, Pea
Call For Pricing

All Sizes $170 Picked Up
- Discounts on Bulk Loads - picked up
or delivery

Call toll free: 877-3
1271 Clamtown
Tamacua, PA 18

* Metal Roof & Siding
+ 3’ Rear Curtain and
Optional Front Curtain

Hours: Mon to Fri. 7am-3pm; 2nd Sat. of the
month May thru Aug, 8um to 12 pm
E - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE - SAVE
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Solanco Structures ¢ (610)-593-6400

113 Christiana Pike « Christiana, PA 17509

DoAll C-912A
1 Automatic
Horizontal
Band Saw

15 Acre Yard e 58 Hartz Road, Fleetwood, PA 1952
Open Monday through Friday 7 AM to 4 PM, Saturday 7 AM to Noon
Cash and Major Credit Cards Accepted

Directions: Take US Route 222 North toward Reading. In Reading, take no exits, US Route 222 hecomes PA Route 12 East
toward Pricetown. On PA Route 12 East go 8 miles, turn left at PA Route 73 Blandon Road at Redners. On PA Route 73 go
1/2 mile, turn left on Hartz Road. On Hartz Road go 1/4 mile, look for green and tan metal fence on right, 58 Hartz Road.

étl:ntgt:g; 20000 Gallon Fiberglass Double Wall Fuel Tank /
Band Saw : ; Underground Fuel Storage Tank / Storage Tank,
W/ Feed New Steel Painted Metal RfiﬁaTSiding 26 Gauge Roofing NEe R 7 A '?7b’|5/1/2\ll\,ll_|lx)10’ 6 %%10060(:?’ Ohhe(; Sizes d

, . - - vailable As Well, Xerxes allon Undergroun

Fomyeyoh  siding, 27 Pieces 28" W x 21" L Color: Red $25 Per Sheet, 40 Peces ¢ Cantilever Racking /Lumber Racking / Sheet Wetal peolscs Tani, ioped Singe Well, 8 Diax 15,
Lenath. 3 H 367 x 21" L Red $30 Per Sheet, 55 Pieces 36” x 21 Brite Blue $300  01a06 Tiaccng 4 £, J0U00 S0 gﬂég‘ﬁf Lo Needs Fiberlass Repaired on Bottom Side Of The
Jay " Per Sheet, 63 Pieces 36" W x 21" L Gallery Bue, $30 Per Sheet 22 12 & 14 JS 1017 & 18 Satebie: SIS0 B8 OO 7oy ps Thare Was Hole Punch In t with Excavator,

3 Phas. Gauge Galvanized Steel Roofing / Siding, 24”W Coverage x 20~ W/G ArmS Per Uprigit, Single vided Lantilever Racking, Otherwise In Nice Condition, $1,350
ase, Long, $30 Each,Sheet, Wheeling BarnMaster Roofing / Siding, & 44" Arms, 16', 17" & 18’ Available, $400 Per Upright w/4

Arms Per Upright, Also Have Tear Drop Pallet Racking In
Stock In Various Width & Height, Call For Pricing

Small Shop / Garage/
Greenhouse Heaters,
Hot Water Heaters /
=4 Air Handlers, 4 Buffalo
1 AirHandlers 2 Hp
Fan Motor, 1730 RPM
230V, 3 Phase, 43"
Wx29"Lx261/2"
H, Hot Water: 1 1/2”
Inlet & Qutlet, Model #
HV17, $450.00 Each,
3| Carrier 39 AB Indoor
Air Handler, 3 HP Fan
Motor, 1730 RPM, 230
V43" Wx 64" Lx 28"
H, 1800- 15000 CFM,

2000 Pieces 18 Ga, 2 1/2 Corrugated, G-90 Galvanized & Painted Aker
Gray, 24” Cover x 12' 6” Long, New In Bundles, $22.50 Each Sheet,
Sold Over 500 Pieces,

900 Gallon TI-P3 nerground Steel Fuel Tank
/ Storage Tank, Type 1 Secondary Containment
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Hytrol Roller Conveyor, 33" W x 180" L, 15 Pieces , A Total Underground Tank, With Protective Coating On

Outside Of Steel, 48” Dia x 127" Long, $2,000

0f 225’, Comes In Two Sections 1 10" Section & 1 5” Section,
$150 Each

Omaha Truck Service Body, Bed Frame Width: 26”-
40", 6 Compartment 3 Per Side, 6’ 7" W x 120" L x 59"
w/Ladder Rack, Needs Couple Of Lights Replaced, Nice
Condition, $1,500

AR 400 Steel Plate / Abrasive Resistance Steel Plate,
75pcs 1/4” x 84" W x 240" L, 5 pes 5/8” x 49" W x 1447 L,
4pcs5/8”x 49" W x 145" L, 2 pes 5/8” x 49" W x 147" L,
4pcs 5/8”x 50" W x 144" L, 9 pes 5/8” x 50" W x 145" L,
$.75 Per LB,
Truckload & Quanity Discount Of 10,000 LBS or More

40” Vlintage Metal Barn Vent Cupola ¢/ Damper Garden /
Industrial / Architectural, 40” Dia x 55" H, Base: 28” X 28”, 4
Available In This Size @ $1,200 Each, 55” Vlintage Spinning
Metal Barn Vent Cupola, 36” Dia x 55” H x 30" Duct Diameter, 7
Available @ $925

Stanley Vidmar Storage Cabinets / Parts Cabinets / Tooling
Cabinets, Various Drawer 8-15 Configurations, Tool Storage
Cabinets Size: 30” Wide x 27 3/4” Deep x 59" Tall, $800 -
$1,200 Each, Depends On How Many Drawers,

Approx 40+ Available

400 Collapsible Plastic Storage Bins / Produce
Packing / Picking Bins / Boxes / Parts Bins w/
Holes, Bin Size: 14 1/2"W x 22 1/4” Lx 11" D,
They Are Not All the Same Exact Size, $7 Each




